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| DEVIL, 
For ſtealing away 

| Mens Conſciences. 
- The Devil plays py ny: PR man he ”"vY 


Conſcience away a friend the ſame reveals 
Unto the Author, who doth go about 
To ſeveral Trades to finde the Fellon out 3 
But when that he him no where can eſþy 

- At laſt he after him ſends a Hue and Cry. 
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AFTER THE | 


DEV Ik. 


with beholding the forwardneſs and gallantry of the 

Cicizens,in the ere&ion of ſo many lofty ſtruftures al- 

ready , where the fire had made ſuch devaſtations in 
our Metropolitan City of Londen ; it gave me maryellous 
content to ſee (ſo Phaenix like) new Rtreers to riſe out of the 
aſhes of rhe other; the houſes ſouniform and richly deckr,as 
madethe very ruines to appear amiable.Being glad to ſee the 
Ciry in ſuch a happy forwardnes of building,thar it began ro 
look already with a beautyful face,having ſarisfied my curice 
ſity therein , I berook my ſelf ro that partthereof which thar 
mercileſsElement of Fire had ſpared.As I paſſed along I met 
wich an old aquaintance of mine,one who wasa great obſer= 
ver of the times, andingroffer of that commodity which we 
call News; it was now near a month fince we had ſeeneach 
other,and I being deſirous to heare of him how affaires wenr - 
in the world, and to renew old acquaintance, invited him to 
the drinking of a glaſs of Canary, which being kindly ac- 
cepted , into the Tavern we went, where being arrended 
wich what we came for, after ſome lirtle pauſe, I defired of 
him what news was abroad , and how he had fared fince 1 
laſt ſaw him. | 
Truely ſaid he (fetching __— fgh) as bad tiews moſt 
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commonly 


P Aſſing along the ſtreets the other day tofatisfie my eye 


"1 


- ee EE ED 
_ 


TY 
commonly excec.ls good at all rimes,fol thinke no age what- 
ſoever, can-produce- fugh- bad yews as.1S-N6W-0n foot ; for 
betagar the: Exchznge the other day I heard ofthe moſt ſad- 
deſt Robbery that ever was committed on the fire of Dame 
Tellus , wherein ſuch an infinite many of thouſands are con=- 
cerned, ſuch a multitude of people undone, ſuch anumber 
of perſons ruined, and all by one ftrong deceitful Thief, as 
makes the preſent age to wonder , and ſtrike the future wich 
admiration, - b 

Theſe words ofhis ſtruck me into a great amazement, what 
kinde of robbery this ſhould be, wherein the ods was fo grear 
thar one ſhould be fo much too hard for thouſands, vill ar laſt 
he reſolved me, it was the Devil which had ftoln away Mens 
Conſciences;For do not you ſee (faid he) that moſt fort of Men 
have loſt their Conſciences? If Conſcience were, would the 
Tradeſman foe and ſwear in ſelling his Wares, uling falſe 
Weights and Meaſures to encreaſe his pelf? If Conſcience 
were not loft, would Taylors fteal, Lawyers take double Fees, 
Landlords rack their Tennants ,- Fapſters nick and froth 
their Jugs and Canng, Vintners mix their Wines,and Cooks 
ro ſel mear doubte roaſted ar dear rates? Were notConſcience 
loſt, would che Aitrologersmakethe Stars co tell lies for get- 
ting them Money, and by a few Triangles and Quadrangles 
chear a {imple Queſtioneſt our ofhis ſhilling or half Crown ? 
Had not Conſcience been loſt , we ſhould-nor have fo many 
Knights of the Poaſt atrendant on Courts of Law, the Priſons. 
would nor be fo full of Pick-pockets, Padders, Murderers, 
and Villains; So many Whores would not ſtand ar their 
doors with painted brazen faces to intice young Cullies to- 
their inceſtuous embracements : And from whence does all 
. this miſchief and diſorder ſpring bur from the Devil, who 
hath ſtoln Mens Conſciences away.? 

. Thefe words at his ſo deeply incenfed me againſt the De- 
vil for this horrible thefc , rhar I reſolved roreſt neither day 
nor night till Thad found out this foul Fiend , and either by 
fair means or foul make him toreſtore Mens Conſciences 
again. And imparting my reſolution ro my friend he very 
much applauded.my dejign , wiſhing me fortunate ſucceſs in 
my undertakinþs, which it I could accompliſh (as he ſaid) ir 
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would very much conduce ro a general good, 
Having parted from him, I was fully bent upon my per-- 
ſuic ofthe Devil, bur whether to go to finde him I knew nor, 
* arlaſt Ibethought my ſelf that where ſhould I finde the Devil 
.but in Hell ? and that Hell mighr be found under every Tay- 
* hors Shop-board; fo going up the Strand, I enquired for 
his Devilſhip ar one of the houſes of that Croſ-legd Frater- 
nity ; the Mafter of the houſe (who ſeemed a Gentleman by 
his outward garb) told me very ſeriouſly he was not there, 
forhe had larely raken a ſurfeic amongſt them by eating roo 
much Cabbidge, and was gone to fetch a walk as for as /eft= 
minfter; thither I hyed as faft asI could,and went tothe place 
there called Hel! , rhinking if I could not finde him in one 
Hell , I might in another , bur they denyed him ro be there 
then , telling me tt was moſt probable he might be found in bs 
Weſtminſter-Hall amongſt the Lawyers , whereupon I went 
thicher , and pryed narrowly up and down , bur could nor 
finde him, unleſs any of the Lawyers had hid him under their 
long Gowns ; wherefore being diſappointed of my purpoſe, 
-: I enquired ofa Solliciter (who was very bulie in ſerting peo- 
ple rogether by the eares) if he could rell meany ridings of 
Pluto? he told me he was newly gone from thence amongft ' 
the Brokers at Lon ro buy him a Caſt-ſuit(for his old one 
was quite worn out) and that if I made haſte I ſhould nor fail 
to finde him there;Being very well fati-fied with this anſwer, 
] returned with ſpeed into London , ſearched for him in 
Longslane , Barbican , Charterhouſe-lane , and Hound[ditci> , 
he was very well known amongſt them, ſo that I ſhould nor 
need ro deſcribe what manner of perſon he was : Bur they 
faid they could nor truſt him upon any conditions,wherefore 
they imagined he was gone toa Ulerers ro borrow mony ; 
upon thoſe words away went[ co a Ulerer, in hopes to finde 
him there , and indeed I did imaginel had found him whom 
I look'e for , the Uferer look'r folike a Devil , that a man 
might have been miſtaken though he had had a payer of ſpe- 
&acles on his noſe, anda candle and lanthorn in hi: hind : 
this made me to ask hin ſeriouſly if his ſirname were nor 
Belzebab , for Chriſtian ameb@iought he had none ; the 
' Liſerer ro)d methac I wand n him,buc char ee 
x ancy. 
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WEIS. 
and he were old acquaintance, andeven now (faid he)he * 
was here to'borrow money , buti am reſolved ro have ſuffi- 
cient bon4d for ir, and therefore ſent him ro my Scriveners, 
where there is no queſtion bur you may finde him, 

I asked him where his Scrivener lived ? he ro!d meI could 
hardly go amils ; ſo I went ta one , and found he had been 
there; bur rhe Scrivener belike had refuſed ro take his ſingle 
bond, and that therefore he was gone forth amongſt ſome 
Tradeſmen to get him ſecurity. 

Security (thought I) why who is ſo mad to be ſecurity for 
the Devil? then I began to ſtudy what Tradeſmen were moſt 
like rodoir , certainly thought I, Mercers nor Drapers can- 
not be auiy ways allyed ro him, or ſhew him fo much friends 
ſhip as to do him fucha courtely ; yerarlaſt I confidered 
with my ſelf, that there was ſomething in falſe lights and 
ſhort meaſures , for the permiſſion whereof they might do 
much ; but having ſearched'amongſt them for this loſt Goar, 
they eicher would not,or could nor give me any informarion 
of him, 

Marry thought I, what ſhall Idonow ? ſhall I go ſeek him 
amongſt the Grocers? certainly my labour will be in vain, 
he cannot be acquainted with ſueh wealthly perſons:bur yer 
I could not tell what ro think when I bethoughr me of falſe 
weights, rouncing of rotten frutr , ſelling of Caſiz, Sinamoz, 
for right, mixing flour with Suger ro make ic look white, 


felling of Cloves which before had the ſpirits taken our of 


them ar theDiſtillers, and ſuch like marrers, bur when I wenr 
to aske for him,they ſtiffely denyed him, and aftirmed ro me 
that he was not free of their Company. 

I was much diſcontented to loofe all this labour for nothing, 
ſo that to drive away melancholly-I went into an Alehouſe 
hard by the Rounds in Sm:2bfield , where was a company of 
Horſe-courſers a drinking , I underftanding rheir calling, 
thought there was no men ſo fir ro enquire after the Devil as 
they ; and therefore deſired them if they knew where he was 
that they would give me information thereof; bur before 
they would give me any ay(wertaany queſtion , they would 
know of me what buſine(had with him ? I rold them con- 


cexning the theft he had dON\WMfſtcaling away Mens Con- 
oe ſciences, 
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ſciences, Conſeience (ſaid they) what thing is that? we 


never heard of that name before ; ts there ſtich a ching ſay you 


* as Conſcience ?alas we know not whar belongs toir , beſides 


” we lave the Devil better than ſo, thanthat for Conſcicnce 
: we would go tobetray him. 


Finding them ſuch faichful friends ro the Devil, I deſpaired 


- of any help fromthem; then began I co conſider whether 1 


ſhould go next , Ithoughtic was in vain ro go amongſt the 


; Bookſellers to ſeek him , for whiat thould the Devil do with 
- learning ? Then I imagined he might be ardome Tavern 
: adrinking, and. yet thought I, they have gotten ſuch arrick 


of late of mixing and ſophiſticating their Wines , that rhe 


/ Devil will hardly be ſo cheated. I could not imagine him 
to be in the Company of any Poers, for if he went abroad ro 


' + look for ſecurity , it was in vain for him ro go to them, who 


| arefor the moſt part of them turned Philoſophers , carry all 
their wealth on their back , ſo that you might as good per= 
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ſvadea hrnngry man from vittuals , as to perfwadea Uterer 
totake rheir. words.c Arlaſt I conſidered with my ſelf that 


* the Devil was a Wencher , and therefore it was ten to one 


but I fhould finde him in ſome of the Bawdy-houſes a.trading 
with a Mob, whereupon I took my perambulation to Ratclif= 
High-way , Well=cloſe , Nightengale-lane,, Whetſtones Fark , 


 Euteners-lane,Dogiand Bitch Yard , Saffron-bill , and ſeveral 

otherplaces , where I did: inimagine. he might beheard of; 
' no ſooner came I amonglt them, .but I found the Devil jn 
{ their mouths,as common as their bodies were ro all commers, 
' they were as well acquainted with him as-if he were one or 


their own houſhold, and indeed a man might judge he was, 
for who can take a Bawdy-houſe to be any thing elſe chan 
Hell , where the Devilis Mafter of the Houſe, and the old 
Bawd his aſſiſtant ? I asked among them very earneſtly for 
this their old afſociate,but they ſaid he was ore-wearied with 
them , and truely they though 
rude Rout of Eaſter-holy-d Ws, but 
fince they could not tell, Ki... ® 

I ſeeing all my pains and trIvegtiny 
that every one denyed him (alt 


3t was become of him 


e tonothing, but 
rewdly ſuſpected 
that 


zbad gotten amonyſt the 


; 5) 

- that ſome ofthemlyed,) 1 eg to travel no further after 

him , and therefore now I have publiſhed a Hwe and Cry, 

- defiring all people ro make dilligent ſearch about them, thar 

if - be poflible he may be raken and brought ro condign pu- 
NINnmenr, 


The Hue and Cry. 


Hereas Lucifer, alias Pluto , alzas Belze- 

bub, alias Mephoſtopholis , alias Satan, 
Przxce of Cocytus, Styx, Phlegeton,and Acheron, 
hath felloniouſly ſolu away the Conſciences of many 
thouſands of people , who are thereby deprived of all 
good ; Theſe are to deſere you to Apprehend the ſaid 
Lucifer, alias Pluto , alias Belzebub , alias Me- 
phoſtopholis, alias Satan 3 he goes in ſeveral ſhapes, 
and ſometimes like a tall black man, with cloven feet. 
and a fling in his tayles his chief —_— are 
Whores, Bawd:s , Thieves, and Witches , be walks for 
the moſt part in the night , for he. hates the light 5 
whoſoever ſhall apprehend him , let him. be ſure to 
chaine hin fa fefor doing further miſchief , and if be 
refs ft, kill and deſtroy hin. © ra 


FINIS. 


——" "= 4 we . III A - _— rpg ” _— ng =.  - . 1 3.000% - 


/ 
—__— = OG ESO Ways, 115g Om? Wang 
= gee OBE, = by Ve FS, 4 Pa Ne Yrs +». a4 - Ke. $7 So d 8: oF kc eee DK S ME” ont 


' 


7 


